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AUTOMATIC CONTACT LINKING FROM
MULTIPLE SOURCES

BACKGROUND

Many users have contact data stored in multiple different
data sources. For example, a typical user may have contact
data for work-related colleagues stored in a work email sys-
tem, contact data for classmates stored in a school-provided
computing system, and contact data for social acquaintances
stored with several different social networking websites. The
same person may have different contact data in several of the
data sources. For example, a work telephone number for a
user may be stored in contact data in the work email system,
a school email address for the same user may be stored in
contact data in the school-provided computing system, and a
mobile telephone number for the same user may be stored in
contact data in a social networking website. With contact data
stored in the multiple different data sources, users have diffi-
culty identifying which of the data areas stores particular
contact data. For example, a user may have to search through
several different data areas to find the email address of
another user.

Some existing systems allow users to merge the contact
information from the different data areas by copying the
contact information into a new contact entry for each user and
deleting duplicate information. With these existing systems,
however, the users manually select and identify the contact
data for merging. Further, because the contact data is copied
into the new contact entry, the users have to manually update
the new contact entry when changes are made to the original
contact data in each of the data areas.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the disclosure link data items for a person
to create contact entries representing aggregated data. Data
sources available from a computing device of a device user
are accessed. The data sources provide data items associated
with a plurality of users. The data items provided by each of
the accessed data sources are searched to identify groups of
the data items. Each of the groups is associated with one of the
plurality of users. Each ofthe identified groups is analyzed to
identify false-positive data items within each of the identified
groups. The identified false-positive data items are removed
from the groups. Without seeking approval from the device
user after identifying the groups of the data items and without
modifying the data items stored by the data sources, one
contact entry for each of the plurality of users associated with
one of the groups is created. Each of the contact entries
provides the data items associated with one of the groups. The
created contact entries are provided to the device user.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exemplary block diagram illustrating a com-
puting device creating aggregated contact entries from a plu-
rality of data sources.

FIG. 2 is an exemplary block diagram illustrating linking
between contact entries and a plurality of data items.
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2

FIG. 3 is an exemplary flow chart illustrating operation of
a computing device to create aggregated contact entries from
multiple data sources.

FIG. 4 is an exemplary flow chart illustrating operation of
a computing device to detect false positive matches when
automatically linking contact entries.

FIG. 5 is an exemplary mobile computing device illustrat-
ing linked contact entries and suggested contact entries to link
in a user interface.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the figures, embodiments of the disclosure
enable data from separate sources to be automatically linked
to a single contact entry 110 (e.g., without merging the under-
lying data). In some embodiments, a device user 102 of a
computing device 104 (e.g., a mobile telephone) identifies
data items 302 including contact entries, data within the con-
tact entries, social content data, and other data items describ-
ing people (e.g., other users). Aspects of the disclosure search
the data items 302 to create groups of data items 302 without
modifying the data items 302 as stored by the sources. Each of
the groups is considered to be a single contact entry 110, and
each is associated with one of the users. False-positive opera-
tions are performed to minimize erroneous groupings. Each
of the groups includes metadata defining links 112 or refer-
ences to the underlying data items 302. In some embodi-
ments, the metadata is available to the applications executing
on the computing device 104 such that the device user 102 is
presented with unified, consistent contact entries 110 across
the applications.

Aspects of the disclosure represent each of the linked con-
tact entries 110 (e.g., group) with a single name and picture.
The device user 102 may identify preferences for revising the
contact name and picture selected by aspects ofthe disclosure
from the data items 302 linked to the single contact entry 110.
For example, the picture may be selected in one or more ofthe
following ways: the picture most recently updated is selected,
the picture is explicitly selected by the device user 102, the
picture is selected from a social networking website from
which a status update was last posted, the picture is selected
from the social networking website having the most recently
updated picture, and the picture is selected from other
accounts available on the computing device 104 (e.g.,
selected in the order in which the accounts were added).

Each of the groups of linked contact entries 110 includes
metadata representing data from multiple sources 124. The
data from the multiple sources 124 includes, in some embodi-
ments, one or more of the following: contact name, picture,
communication methods (e.g., telephone, electronic mail
address, etc.) and social content such as social feed informa-
tion, status updates, and other types of non-contact informa-
tion. In some embodiments, the metadata includes one or
more of the following: data store identifier, contact type,
favorite status, ringtone, and information on whether the con-
tact entity meets certain criteria (e.g., has phone, email, and/
or store information).

Referring again to FIG. 1, an exemplary block diagram
illustrates the computing device 104 creating aggregated con-
tact entries 110 from a plurality of data sources 124. In the
example of FIG. 1, the computing device 104 is associated
with the device user 102. The computing device 104 repre-
sents any device executing instructions (e.g., as application
programs, operating system functionality, or both) to imple-
ment the operations and functionality associated with the
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computing device 104. The computing device 104 may
include a mobile computing device 502 or any other portable
device. In some embodiments, the mobile computing device
502 includes a mobile telephone, laptop, netbook, gaming
device, and/or portable media player. The computing device
104 may also include less portable devices such as desktop
personal computers, kiosks, and tabletop devices. Addition-
ally, the computing device 104 may represent a group of
processing units or other computing devices.

The computing device 104 has at least one processor 106,
a user interface 107, and a memory area 108 (e.g., persistent
memory). The processor 106 includes any quantity of pro-
cessing units, and is programmed to execute computer-ex-
ecutable instructions for implementing aspects of the disclo-
sure. The instructions may be performed by the processor 106
or by multiple processors executing within the computing
device 104, or performed by a processor external to the com-
puting device 104. In some embodiments, the processor 106
is programmed to execute instructions such as those illus-
trated in the figures (e.g., FIG. 3 and FIG. 4).

The user interface 107 includes any interface for commu-
nicating with the device user 102 of the computing device
104. For example, the user interface 107 may provide content
to the device user 102 visually (e.g., via a screen such as a
touch screen), audibly (e.g., via a speaker), and/or via touch
(e.g., vibrations or other movement from the computing
device 104). In another example, the user interface 107 may
receive from the user tactile input (e.g., via buttons, an alpha-
numeric keypad, or a screen such as a touch screen) and/or
audio input (e.g., via a microphone). In further embodiments,
the computing device 104 itself acts as the user interface 107
as the device user 102 moves the computing device 104 in a
particular way to input commands or manipulate data.

The computing device 104 further has one or more com-
puter-readable media such as the memory arca 108. The
memory area 108 includes any quantity of media associated
with or accessible to the computing device 104. The memory
area 108 may be internal to the computing device 104 (as
shown in FIG. 1), external to the computing device 104 (not
shown), or both (not shown).

The memory area 108 stores, among other data, a plurality
of'contact entries 110 such as contact entry #1 through contact
entry #N. Each of the plurality of contact entries 110 refer-
ences data items 302 associated with one of a plurality of
users. For example, each of the contact entries 110 includes
links 112 to the data items 302 associated with one of the
plurality of users, such as links to data items associated with
user #1 through links to data items associated with user #N.

Other embodiments of the disclosure contemplate the
memory area 108 storing a plurality of data items each refer-
encing one or more contact entries. In such embodiments,
each of the data items stores the links 112. Such embodiments
are semantically different from, yet substantively similar to,
the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1.

In some embodiments, the data items 302 include one or
more of the following items of contact information: names,
telephone numbers, and electronic mail addresses. In further
embodiments, the data items 302 include one or more of the
following items of biographical data: job titles, company
names, birthdays, and street addresses. In still further
embodiments, the data items 302 include one or more of the
following: electronic mail message data, instant message
data, social network message data, and microblog data. The
data items 302 are provided by data sources 124 remote from
the computing device 104 as illustrated in FIG. 1 or provided
by data sources stored local to the computing device 104 (not
shown). The data sources 124 include, for example, data
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source #1 through data source #M. The computing device 104
accesses the data sources 124 via a network 122 such as the
Internet. The network 122 includes, however, any wired and/
or wireless network over which one or more protocols may be
implemented.

The memory area 108 further stores applications (not
shown) that, when executed by the processor 106, operate to
perform functionality on the computing device 104. Exem-
plary applications include mail application programs, web
browsers, calendar application programs, and address book
application programs. Each of the applications may store data
items 302 on one or more of the data sources 124.

In some embodiments (not shown), the memory area 108
further stores cached versions of the items stored by the data
sources 124.

The memory area 108 further stores one or more computer-
executable components. Exemplary components include an
interface component 114, an aggregation component 116, a
link component 118, and a ghosting component 120. The
interface component 114, when executed by the processor
106 of the computing device 104, causes the processor 106 to
receive, from the device user 102 associated with the com-
puting device 104, one or more first data items associated with
one of a plurality of users. The aggregation component 116,
when executed by the processor 106 of the computing device
104, causes the processor 106 to search the data sources 124
(or the cached versions thereof stored in the memory area
108) based on the first data items received by the interface
component 114 to identify second data items stored by one or
more of the data sources 124. In some embodiments, the
aggregation component 116 does not access the network 122
when searching for data items to link, but instead searches the
memory area 108 for the data items.

The link component 118, when executed by the processor
106 of the computing device 104, causes the processor 106 to
define a group including the first data items and the second
data items identified by the aggregation component 116. In
some embodiments, the defined group includes at least one of
the data items. The defined group is associated with the one of
the plurality of users. For example, the defined group repre-
sents the data items associated with a particular user. In some
embodiments, the link component 118 updates an existing
group with the first data items received by the interface com-
ponent 114 and with the second data items identified by the
aggregation component 116. For example, the first data items
and the second data items are linked to another group or
contact. The group may include a single data item.

When further executed, the link component 118 creates
one contact entry 110 providing access to the first data items
and to the second data items associated with the defined
group. While the link component 118 does not merge or
modify the first data items or the second data items during the
act of linking, the device user 102 is able to modify any of the
first data items (that are read-write) or the second data items
(that are read-write) linked to the created contact entry 110.
The data modified by the user is then synchronized back to the
data sources 124 (or other data sources associated with the
first data items or the second data items).

The link component 118 creates the contact entry 110
without seeking approval from the device user 102 after
defining the group. The interface component 114 provides the
created contact entry 110 to the device user 102. As illustrated
in the example of FIG. 1, the contact entry 110 may include
links 112 or other metadata identifying the first data items and
the second data items. In some embodiments, the metadata
representing the contact entries 110 may be shared among
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other computing devices enabling the device user 102 to have
access to the same aggregated contact entries 110 from any of
the other computing devices.

In some embodiments, the link component 118 further
executes to analyze the defined group to identify false-posi-
tive matches in the second data items. False-positive matches
include data items that were linked incorrectly or inappropri-
ately (e.g., data items linked to the same person that are
actually associated with different people). The link compo-
nent 118 removes the identified false-positive matches from
the defined group.

The ghosting component 120, when executed by the pro-
cessor 106 of the computing device 104, causes the processor
106 to receive an annotation from the device user 102 and to
store the received annotation with the contact entry 110 cre-
ated by the link component 118. The annotation is stored
without modifying the first data items associated with the
defined group and without modifying the second data items
associated with the defined group. The annotation is associ-
ated with the defined group and includes, for example, private
or sensitive data, or any other note or text the device user 102
wants to associate with the contact entry 110. For example,
the annotation is stored as a field in the contact entries 110
along with fields storing the corresponding links 112 to the
first and second data items.

In other embodiments, a new contact entry is created based
on the contact entry 110 (e.g., inherits data from the contact
entry 110 such as the links 112). The annotation is then stored
with this new contact entry rather than with the contact entry
110.

In some embodiments, the interface component 114, the
aggregation component 116, the link component 118, and the
ghosting component 120 execute as part of an operating sys-
tem associated with the computing device 104.

Additional operation details and architecture are described
with reference to the figures next described.

Referring next to FIG. 2, an exemplary block diagram
illustrates linking between contact entries 110 and a plurality
of'data items. Each contact entry 110 represents a person such
as Person 1 or Person 2. Each person is represented by an
aggregation or group of data items associated with each per-
son. In the example of FIG. 2, Data Item 1, Data Item 2, and
Data Item 3 are linked to Person 1. Data Item 4 is linked to
Person 2.

Referring next to FIG. 3, an exemplary flow chart illus-
trates operation of the computing device 104 to create aggre-
gated contact entries 110 from multiple data sources 124.
While FIG. 3 illustrates the creation of groups based on the
searching of data items 302, other embodiments contemplate
searching the existing groups to see if any are a match for the
data items 302 as the data items 302 are received by the
computing device 104. In such embodiments, if no existing
groups are deemed to be a match for a particular data item
302, a new contact entry is created for the particular data item
302.

Data items 302 from multiple data sources 124 are avail-
able to the computing device 104. The data items 302 are
associated with a plurality of users. The computing device
104 searches the data items 302 at 304 to identify groups of
the data items 302. For example, the computing device 104
searches for exact matches of the first and last names of the
users as gating criteria, and uses email addresses and tele-
phone numbers as corroborating data. In other examples, the
computing device 104 also searches for common email
addresses, postal addresses, etc. as additional gating criteria.
In further embodiments, searching the data items 302
includes searching one or more of the following for data items
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302 associated with the same user: contact information, elec-
tronic mail message data, instant message data, social net-
work message data, and microblog data. The searching pro-
duces one or more groups of data items 302 where each of the
groups is associated with one of the plurality of users and each
of'the data items 302 within the group is associated with the
one of the plurality of users.

The groups are analyzed at 306. For example, the comput-
ing device 104 searches for false-positive matches, or other
mis-matched data items 302 within the groups. In some
embodiments, false-positive data item matches are identified
by comparing one or more of the following among the data
items 302 within each of the groups: middle names, suffixes,
telephone numbers, and electronic mail addresses.

If false-positive matches are found at 308, the false-posi-
tive matches are purged or otherwise removed from the
groups at 310. If no false-positive matches are found at 308 or
once the false-positives have been removed from the groups,
one contact entry 110 is created for each of the users at 312.

In some embodiments (not shown), the groups are formed
iteratively with false-positive matches being removed before
the groups are actually defined. For example, one contact
record after another is examined (e.g., serially) to decide
whether to include the contact record in the group. False-
positive contact records are rejected prior to being included in
the group.

The contact entries 110 are created automatically, or oth-
erwise without seeking approval from the device user 102
after identifying the groups of the data items 302, or as the
groups are identified. Further, the contact entries 110 are
created without moditying the data items 302 as stored by the
data sources 124. Each of the created (or updated) contact
entries 110 includes, for example, metadata describing the
particular user and links 112 or other references to each of the
data items 302 associated with the particular user (e.g.,
group).

The created contact entries 110 are provided to the device
user 102 at 314. The device user 102 interacts with the contact
entries 110 with the computing device 104. For example, the
device user 102 views the contact entries 110 in an address
book application executing on the computing device 104. In
some embodiments, the device user 102 can edit the groups
by manually adding other data items 302 or removing some of
the linked data items 302 from the groups. In further embodi-
ments, the device user 102 is able to add annotations or other
notes to one or more of the contact entries 110. For example,
the device user 102 may add comments, personal or private
opinions, and/or sensitive, non-public information associated
with the users represented by the contact entries 110. In such
embodiments, the computing device 104 receives an annota-
tion from the device user 102 for one or more of the created
contact entries 110 and stores the received annotation with the
corresponding created contact entries 110 (e.g., along with
the metadata currently in the contact entries 110). The anno-
tations do not modify the linked data items 302 in embodi-
ments in which the linked data items 302 are read-only, but
the annotations may be propagated back (e.g., synchronized)
to the data sources 124.

Other embodiments create a writeable contact entry in
another store (e.g., portion of the memory area 108) that is
linked to, and based on, one of the existing contact entries that
is read-only. The annotation is then stored with the writeable
contact entry and synchronizes to one or more of the data
sources 124. In such embodiments, the annotation is not
stored with the read-only, existing contact entry, the linked
data items 302 are not modified, and the annotation is syn-
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chronized to one or more of the data sources 124 (e.g., to
prevent loss of the annotation should the computing device
104 be lost or misplaced).

In some embodiments, the contact entries 110 are stored in
the cloud or other storage remote from the computing device
104 so that the device user 102 can access the contact entries
110 from other devices. For example, the device user 102 may
access the contact entries 110 from a mobile telephone, work
computer, computer at a library, gaming console, and/or net-
book.

The example of FIG. 3 illustrates a conservative approach
for linking data items 302 that may not link some data items
302 that should be linked. Aspects of the disclosure may be
modified, within the scope of the disclosure, to more aggres-
sively link data items 302 to increase the quantity of linked
data items 302. In such embodiments, the suggested group-
ings may be presented to the device user 102 for confirmation.

Referring next to FIG. 4, an exemplary flow chart illus-
trates operation of the computing device 104 to detect false
positive matches when automatically linking contact entries
110. In contrast to the flow illustrated in FIG. 3 (e.g., in which
data items or data sources are searched to create groups), the
flow in FIG. 4 illustrates matching data items to existing
groups (e.g., existing contact entries). For example, for each
data item received by the computing device 104, the existing
contact entries are searched to identify a matching contact
entry (e.g., a candidate match). The received data item is
compared to one or more of the data items associated with the
matching contact entry to determine whether or not the
matching contact entry is a false-positive match. If the match-
ing contact entry is not a false-positive match, the matching
contact entry is updated to be associated with the received
data item. The matching contact entry is updated, for
example, without seeking approval from the device user and
without modifying the received data item and/or the data
items associated with the matching contact entry. If the
matching contact entry is a false-positive match, a new con-
tact entry may be created for the received data item. A further
example of the exemplary process is next described.

The operations illustrated in FIG. 4 are performed at vari-
ous times including, for example, automatically when a new
contact is added by the device user 102 at 402. If there is not
an exact first and last name match between the names of the
new contact and any of the existing contact entries 110 at 404,
and there is not an exact match between display names of the
new contact and any of the existing contact entries 110 at 406,
anew contact entry is created at 408. If there is an exact match
at 404, or if there is not an exact first and last name match at
404 but there is a display name match at 406, the matching
contact entry (or a plurality of matching contact entries 110)
is regarded as a candidate contract entry. False positive pro-
tection is performed on the candidate contact entry to confirm
that the candidate contact entry is not a false positive match.
In some embodiments, the process determines whether the
new contact name contains a space at 410 then proceeds to
perform false positive protection operations. The existence of
a space helps determine, in some embodiments, whether suf-
ficient information exists to create a link.

In the example of FIG. 4, the false positive protection
operations are performed when there is an exact match at 404,
or when there is not an exact match at 404 but there is an exact
match at 406 (whether or not the name contains a space at
410). False positive protection includes, for example, com-
paring one or more of the following between the new contact
entry and the candidate contact entry: middle name, suffix,
store (e.g., the service associated with the contact entry),
telephone number, and electronic mail address.
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If'there is a mismatch between the middle names or suffixes
of'the new contact and the candidate contact entry at 412, the
candidate contact entry is considered to be questionable at
422 Ifthere is not a mismatch at 412 and the new contact and
the candidate contact entry are not associated with the same
store at 414, the candidate contact entry is approved at 416.
For example, the operations execute to prevent two contacts
from the same social networking website to be linked auto-
matically without corroborating data. If the new contact and
the candidate contact entry are associated with the same store
at 414, the candidate contact entry is considered to be ques-
tionable at 422. Otherwise, the candidate contact entry is
approved at 416.

Ifthe candidate contact entry has been marked as question-
able at 422, one or more of the telephone numbers and elec-
tronic mail addresses of the new contact and the candidate
contact entry are compared at 424. If there is no shared data at
424, a new contact entry is created at 408. If there is shared
data at 424, the shared data is considered to be corroborating
data and the questionable candidate contact entry is approved
at 426.

After the candidate contact entry is approved at 416 or 426,
the new contact is automatically linked to the candidate con-
tact entry at 418. In other embodiments not illustrated in FI1G.
4, the candidate contact entry is presented to the device user
102 for explicit or manual approval by the device user 102
before the new contact is linked to the candidate contact entry
at 418.

In some embodiments (not shown), the false positive pro-
tection operations further calculate, generate, or otherwise
produce a confidence factor for the identified candidate con-
tact entry. The confidence factor represents the confidence or
probability that the candidate contact entry is an appropriate
match to the new contact input by the device user 102.

Referring next to FIG. 5, an exemplary mobile computing
device 502 illustrates linked contact entries and suggested
contact entries to link in a user interface 504. In the example
of FIG. 5, the contact entries are referred to as profiles. The
user interface 504 shows the linked profiles and the suggested
profiles for linking for an exemplary contact “A. Friend”
when a user of the mobile computing device 502 (e.g., device
user 102) accesses contacts (e.g., chooses to view links from
viewing a contact entry from an address book application).
The linked profiles include “Abe Friend” from the Profession-
als Network Website Y and “A. Friend” from the Social Net-
work Website X. The suggested profile to be linked is “Abe
Friend” on a Mail Server. The Professionals Network Website
Y, the Social Network Website X, and the Mail Server repre-
sent stores (e.g., data stores) hosting, storing, or otherwise
affiliated with the corresponding profiles.

The user interface 504 allows the user to select the sug-
gested profile for linking, or deselect any of the existing
linked profiles (e.g., unlink the profiles). In some embodi-
ments, the profiles are automatically linked only when new
contact entries are added to avoid automatically re-linking the
profiles that were unlinked by the user.

As the user links additional profiles, the profiles are added
to the list of linked profiles shown in the user interface 504.
When finished linking profiles, the user returns to the contacts
application (or other address book type of application) to
view aggregated data from all the linked profiles. For each
group of linked profiles, the data is shown as a single, unified
contact in each application executing on the mobile comput-
ing device 502 that displays contact information. That s, each
of'the applications is able to access the metadata representing
the linked profiles.
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Additional Examples

In some embodiments, the metadata representing the
linked contact entries includes conditional metadata defining
when to display the linked contact entries 110, and when to
display only the contact entries 110 associated with a particu-
lar application or store. For example, each contact entry 110
includes data identifying the associated application, and the
user can choose to see only the contact entries 110 associated
with a particular application. For example, the device user
102 may define the conditional metadata to display the linked
contact entries 110 only during non-business hours so that
data from contact entries 110 associated with social network-
ing websites is not displayed while the device user 102 is at
work. In another example, the device user 102 may define the
conditional metadata to display the linked contact entries 110
based on a location of the mobile computing device 502 (e.g.,
via global positioning satellite technology in the mobile com-
puting device 502). In such an example, the device user 102
may opt for the linked contact entries 110 to be displayed at
locations other than locations designated as “work”™ locations.

In still another example, the conditional metadata may be
defined to display the linked contact entries 110 based on the
execution of other applications. In this example, the device
user 102 may opt for the linked contact entries 110 to be
displayed if social networking applications or gaming appli-
cations are being executed on the mobile computing device
502.

In an example scenario, the user of the mobile computing
device 502 configures the mobile computing device 502 to
access personal accounts such as social network accounts.
Shortly after configuration, the mobile computing device 502
executes operations such as described herein to automatically
link matching contact entries across the accounts. The user
notices that there are no duplicate contact entries, but there are
some standalone, unlinked contact entries with nicknames or
incomplete data that prevented linking. Aspects of the disclo-
sure may provide suggestions for linking the remaining con-
tact entries. The user is quickly able to manually link one or
more of these remaining contact entries to other contact
entries. In this example scenario, the mobile computing
device 502 has intelligently linked the obvious matches (or
those with a high confidence factor) to simplify the out-of-
box experience for the user.

At least a portion of the functionality of the various ele-
ments in FIG. 1 may be performed by other elements in FIG.
1, or an entity (e.g., processor, web service, server, applica-
tion program, computing device, etc.) not shown in FIG. 1.

In some embodiments, each of the operations illustrated in
FIG. 3 are performed by the same computing device 104. In
other embodiments, one or more of the operations illustrated
in FIG. 3 are performed by another computing device (e.g., as
a web service). Similarly, in some embodiments, each of the
operations illustrated in FIG. 4 are performed by the same
computing device 104. In other embodiments, one or more of
the operations illustrated in FIG. 4 are performed by another
computing device (e.g., as a web service). Further, the opera-
tions illustrated in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 may be implemented as
software instructions encoded on a computer-readable
medium, in hardware programmed or designed to perform the
operations, or both.

Exemplary Operating Environment

Exemplary computer readable media include flash
memory drives, digital versatile discs (DVDs), compact discs
(CDs), floppy disks, and tape cassettes. By way of example
and not limitation, computer readable media comprise com-
puter storage media and communication media. Computer
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storage media store information such as computer readable
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data.
Communication media typically embody computer readable
instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data
in a modulated data signal such as a carrier wave or other
transport mechanism and include any information delivery
media. Combinations of any of the above are also included
within the scope of computer readable media.

Although described in connection with an exemplary com-
puting system environment, embodiments of the invention
are operational with numerous other general purpose or spe-
cial purpose computing system environments or configura-
tions. Examples of well known computing systems, environ-
ments, and/or configurations that may be suitable for use with
aspects of the invention include, but are not limited to, mobile
computing devices, personal computers, server computers,
hand-held or laptop devices, multiprocessor systems, gaming
consoles, microprocessor-based systems, set top boxes, pro-
grammable consumer electronics, mobile telephones, net-
work PCs, minicomputers, mainframe computers, distributed
computing environments that include any of the above sys-
tems or devices, and the like.

Embodiments of the invention may be described in the
general context of computer-executable instructions, such as
program modules, executed by one or more computers or
other devices. The computer-executable instructions may be
organized into one or more computer-executable components
or modules. Generally, program modules include, but are not
limited to, routines, programs, objects, components, and data
structures that perform particular tasks or implement particu-
lar abstract data types. Aspects of the invention may be imple-
mented with any number and organization of such compo-
nents or modules. For example, aspects of the invention are
not limited to the specific computer-executable instructions
or the specific components or modules illustrated in the fig-
ures and described herein. Other embodiments of the inven-
tion may include different computer-executable instructions
or components having more or less functionality than illus-
trated and described herein.

Aspects of the invention transform a general-purpose com-
puter into a special-purpose computing device when config-
ured to execute the instructions described herein.

The embodiments illustrated and described herein as well
as embodiments not specifically described herein but within
the scope of aspects of the invention constitute exemplary
means for determining whether the matching contact entry is
a false-positive match, and exemplary means for combining
the data items to create groups of the data items, wherein each
of'the groups is associated with one of the users.

The order of execution or performance of the operations in
embodiments of the invention illustrated and described herein
is not essential, unless otherwise specified. That is, the opera-
tions may be performed in any order, unless otherwise speci-
fied, and embodiments of the invention may include addi-
tional or fewer operations than those disclosed herein. For
example, it is contemplated that executing or performing a
particular operation before, contemporaneously with, or after
another operation is within the scope of aspects of the inven-
tion.

When introducing elements of aspects of the invention or
the embodiments thereof, the articles “a,” “an,” “the,” and
“said” are intended to mean that there are one or more of the
elements. The terms “comprising,” “including,” and “having”
are intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be
additional elements other than the listed elements.

Having described aspects of the invention in detail, it will
be apparent that modifications and variations are possible
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without departing from the scope of aspects of the invention
as defined in the appended claims. As various changes could
be made in the above constructions, products, and methods
without departing from the scope of aspects of the invention,
it is intended that all matter contained in the above description
and shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted
as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.
What is claimed is:
1. A system comprising:
a memory area associated with a mobile computing device
of'a device user, said memory area storing a plurality of
contact entries, the plurality of contact entries associated
with data items relating to a plurality of users, said data
items being provided by data sources; and
a processor programmed to:
receive, from the data sources, at least one of the data
items associated with one of the plurality of users;

search the plurality of contact entries stored in the
memory area based on the received data item to iden-
tify a matching contact entry;

compare the received data item, that is used for the
search to identify the matching contact entry, with one
ormore of the data items associated with the matching
contact entry;

determine whether the matching contact entry is a false-
positive match based on a confidence factor for the
matching contact entry;

store, as a single contact entry representing the one of the
plurality of users, without seeking approval from the
device user, without merging the received data item
and the data items associated with the matching con-
tact entry, and without modifying the received data
item and the data items associated with the matching
contact entry, the received data item with the match-
ing contact entry based on the determination that no
false-positive matches are found; and

provide a user interface that allows the device user to
unlink one or more existing linked contact entries
representing the one of the plurality of users and pro-
vides suggestions for linking one or more unlinked
contact entries having incomplete data to the match-
ing contact entry of the single contact entry, wherein
the one or more existing linked contact entries and the
one or more unlinked contact entries are displayed in
the same user interface.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is further

programmed to:

receive an annotation from the device user; and

store said received annotation with the matching contact
entry without modifying the received data item and the
data items associated with the matching contact entry.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is further

configured to transmit one or more of the plurality of contact
entries stored in the memory area to another computing
device associated with the device user.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is further

configured to:

receive a request from the device user to remove one or
more of the data items from one of the plurality of
contact entries;

responsive to the received request, remove said one or more
of'the data items from the one of the plurality of contact
entries; and

create another contact entry to store the removed data
items.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the data items comprise

one or more of the following: contact information, electronic
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mail message data, instant message data, social network mes-
sage data, and microblog data.

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising means for
determining whether the matching contact entry is the false-
positive match.

7. The system of claim 1, further comprising means for
combining the data items to create groups of the data items,
wherein the groups are associated with the plurality of users.

8. A method comprising:

accessing data sources available to a computing device of a

device user, said data sources providing data items asso-
ciated with a plurality of users;

searching the data items provided by the accessed data

sources to identify groups of the data items, wherein one
of the identified groups is associated with one of the
plurality of users;
analyzing the identified groups to identify false-positive
data items within the identified groups based on a con-
fidence factor for each of the identified groups;

removing the identified false-positive data items within the
identified groups;

creating, without seeking approval from the device user

after removing the identified false-positive data items
within the identified groups and without modifying the
data items stored by the data sources, contact entries for
the identified groups to provide access to the data items
associated with the identified groups, wherein a contact
entry of the created contact entries is a single represen-
tation of the one of the plurality of users, the single
representation combining the data items stored in the
data sources by automatically linking the data sources
without merging the data items from the data sources;
and

providing the created contact entries to the device user; and

presenting a user interface that allows the device user to

unlink one or more existing linked contact entries, rep-
resenting the one of the plurality of users, from one ofthe
created contact entries and provides suggestions for
linking one or more unlinked contact entries having
incomplete data to the one of the contact entries, wherein
the existing linked contact entries and the one or more
unlinked contact entries are displayed in the same user
interface.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein searching the data items
comprises searching one or more of the following: contact
information, electronic mail message data, instant message
data, social network message data, and microblog data.

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising storing
links, for accessing the data items associated with the one of
the plurality of users from the data sources, as metadata
within the created contact entries, the metadata including
information defining display of the one of the created contact
entries based on an application executing on the computing
device.

11. The method of claim 8, further comprising providing
the metadata to another computing device associated with the
device user.

12. The method of claim 8, further comprising identifying
the false-positive data items by comparing one or more of the
following among the data items within each of the identified
groups: middle names, suffixes, telephone numbers, and elec-
tronic mail addresses.

13. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

receiving an annotation from the device user for the one of

the created contact entries; and
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storing said received annotation with the one of the created
contact entries without modifying the data items associ-
ated with the one of the created contact entries and stored
by the data sources.

14. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

receiving a request from the device user to remove one or
more of the data items from at least one of the identified
groups; and

responsive to the received request, removing said one or
more of the data items from said at least one of the
identified groups.

15. The method of claim 8, wherein the data items com-
prise one or more of the following: contact information, elec-
tronic mail message data, instant message data, social net-
work message data, and microblog data.

16. One or more computer storage media storing computer-
executable components, said components comprising:

an interface component that when executed by at least one
processor of a computing device causes the at least one
processor to receive, from a device user associated with
the computing device, one or more first data items asso-
ciated with one of a plurality of users;

an aggregation component that when executed by at least
one processor of the computing device causes the at least
one processor to search data sources based on the one or
more first data items received by the interface compo-
nent to identify second data items stored by one or more
of the data sources;

a link component that when executed by at least one pro-
cessor of the computing device causes the at least one
processor to:
define a group including the one or more first data items

and the second data items identified by the aggrega-
tion component, wherein the defined group is associ-
ated with said one of the plurality of users; and
create, without seeking approval from the device user
after defining the group, one contact entry providing
read-only access to the one or more first data items
and second data items associated with the defined
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group, the one contact entry further providing sugges-
tions for linking additional data items, wherein the
interface component further provides the created con-
tact entry to the device user; and

a ghosting component that when executed by at least one

processor of the computing device causes the at least one
processor to receive an annotation from the device user
and to store the received annotation without modifying
the one or more first data items associated with the
defined group and without modifying the second data
items associated with the defined group, the received
annotation being stored in a writeable contact entry
linked to and created based on the one contact entry
without storing the annotation in the one contact entry.

17. The computer storage media of claim 16, wherein the
link component is further executed to:

analyze the defined group to identify false-positive

matches in the second data items; and

remove the identified false-positive matches from the

defined group.

18. The computer storage media of claim 16, wherein the
link component defines the group by updating an existing
group with the one or more first data items received by the
interface component and with the second data items identified
by the aggregation component, wherein a plurality of groups
are formed iteratively with false-positive matches being
removed before the group is defined.

19. The computer storage media of claim 16, wherein the
link component defines the group by creating metadata iden-
tifying the one or more first data items and the second data
items identified by the aggregation component.

20. The computer storage media of claim 19, wherein the
link component provides the metadata created by the link
component to another computing device of the device user as
one or more links to the first data items and second data items,
the one or more links enabling the device user to access the
one contact entry from the another computing device.
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